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04  | Goal, policies and tasks 

This chapter contains the policy framework for the 
2020 Walk Bike Daly City plan. It includes a broad, 
overarching, long-term goal for the plan; several 
thematic policies in support of that goal; and detailed 
tasks under each policy area. The policy framework 
presented here revises and updates the policy 
framework in the 2013 Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan and is anticipated to amend the pedestrian- and 
bicycle-oriented goal, policies and tasks in the 
Circulation Element of the City’s General Plan. 

Goal 

The following goal reflects an end-condition which 
communicates what bicycling and walking will be like 
in Daly City in the future, once the projects proposed 
in the 2020 Walk Bike Daly City plan are 
implemented: 

Daly City has an interconnected system of safe, 

convenient and universally accessible pedestrian 

and bicycle facilities, for both transportation and 

recreation. These facilities provide access to 

jobs, homes, schools, transit, shopping, 

community facilities, parks and regional trails 

throughout Daly City. At the same time, the City 

has improved its jobs/housing balance and has 

strengthened its network of vibrant, higher-

density, mixed-use and transit-accessible 

neighborhoods that enable people to meet their 

daily needs without access to a car. 

As a result of making our transportation system 

more balanced, equitable and sustainable, many 

more people in Daly City walk, while a new 

generation of bicycle improvements has greatly 

increased the number of cyclists. The new 

walking and bicycling activity has reduced 

automobile dependence, traffic congestion, 

pollution and the City’s carbon footprint while 

increasing mobility options, reinforcing transit, 

promoting healthy lifestyles, saving residents 

money and fostering social interaction. 

Policy 1: Pedestrian access 

Strengthen pedestrian safety and access between and 
within residential areas and schools, commercial 
areas, recreational facilities, transit centers, and other 
key destinations and major activity centers in the City. 

• Task 1-1: Improve pedestrian safety by providing 

adequate separation of pedestrian and motor 

vehicle traffic. This includes making provisions 

for sidewalks on newly constructed or existing 

roads and constructing safe pedestrian 

crossings in areas of heavy pedestrian and 

vehicular traffic. 

• Task 1-2: Include infrastructure and design 

treatments in public projects on both new and 

existing roads that make street crossings easier 

and more accessible to pedestrians; examples of 

such improvements include wider sidewalks, 

median refuges, bulb-outs (curb extensions), 

curb ramps, crosswalks, pedestrian signals and 

increased crossing time for pedestrians. 

• Task 1-3: Ensure that pedestrian infrastructure 

and other aspects of the transportation right-of-

way comply with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act and meet the needs of people of different 



Making it easier to walk and bike in Daly City   |   39  

ages and of people with different types of 

disabilities, including mobility, vision, hearing 

and other impairments. 

• Task 1-4: Provide additional opportunities for the 

City’s residents to congregate in public through 

dedicated physical spaces such as parklets, 

plazas or special events such as temporary car-

free blocks or streets. 

• Task 1-5: Consider mid-block pedestrian 

crossings where they facilitate a direct 

pedestrian connection between properties and 

uses and can be implemented safely. 

• Task 1-6: Consider developing parking lot design 

guidelines for shopping center parking lots 

exceeding a certain size that maximizes safe 

pedestrian access from perimeter sidewalks, 

parking lots to storefronts, and between 

storefronts. 

• Task 1-7: Evaluate updating the City standard for 

new sidewalk construction to be consistent with 

the recommendations of the 2020 Walk Bike Daly 

City plan in an effort to increase sidewalk 

usability for pedestrians with strollers, 

wheelchairs, and other walking assistance 

devices. 

Policy 2: Bicycle access 

Continue to install and maintain bicycle facilities 
throughout the city and take other steps to ensure that 
using a bicycle in Daly City is a viable transportation 
option. 

• Task 2-1: Implement bikeway improvements, 

which include signing, striping, paving and the 

latest proven safety techniques including green-

back sharrows, intersection crossing markings 

and buffered and separated bicycle lanes for 

bike routes serving employment sites, shopping 

centers, schools, public facilities and along other 

bicycle corridors. 

• Task 2-2: Continue looking for opportunities to 

create direct bike routes on less-trafficked 

streets while enhancing existing bike routes on 

busier streets by adding conventional, buffered 

or separated bike lanes, or by otherwise 

redesigning the streets to reduce speeding. 

• Task 2-3: Stay informed about the bicycle master 

planning efforts of adjacent jurisdictions, and 

coordinate with them on the development of 

connecting bikeways across jurisdictional 

boundaries. 

• Task 2-4: Ensure that the prioritized bicycle, and 

also pedestrian, improvements identified in the 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan are included 

in the City’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 

• Task 2-5: Pursue funding under countywide, 

regional, state and federal sources for new and 

improved bikeways, and also pedestrian 

facilities. 

• Task 2-6: Require—either through the Zoning 

Ordinance or a stand-alone Bicycle Parking 

Ordinance—the provision of secure, covered off-

street bicycle parking for large multifamily 

residential, commercial and office/institutional 

uses, and other key destinations. Where feasible 

consider sidewalk bicycle racks where 

supported and maintained by adjacent property 

owners. 

• Task 2-7: Encourage provision of showers and 

lockers for employees as a part of all non-

residential or mixed-use developments. 

• Task 2-8: Support the provision of a bicycle 

rental vendor at the Daly City BART station, 

should BART decide to include such a vendor, 

and subsequently explore the deployment of 

bicycle rental kiosks in other commercial 

districts. 

• Task 2-9: Work with transit providers to ensure 

that transit facilities are equipped with adequate 

bicycle carrying capacity. 
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Policy 3: Complete streets 

View new and retrofit transportation improvements 
and maintenance operations as opportunities to create 
Complete Streets, with infrastructure and design 
features that improve safety, access, and mobility for 
all travelers, including pedestrians, cyclists and transit 
users. 

• Task 3-1: In the design of any new roadway and 

as a part of any development review, ensure that 

adequate infrastructure is included that 

promotes a safe and convenient means of travel 

for all users. This shall include the provision of 

sidewalks, shared use paths, bicycle lanes and 

other types of bikeways. 

• Task 3-2: Incorporate multimodal improvements 

into pavement resurfacing, restriping, and 

signalization operations where the safety and 

convenience of users can be improved within the 

scope of the work. 

• Task 3-3: Formalize a program to implement—at 

the request of, and in coordination with, 

residents and neighborhood groups—traffic-

calming measures on residential streets. 

• Task 3-4: In accordance with the City’s Green 

Infrastructure Plan, incorporate stormwater 

treatment measures such as landscaped 

medians and traffic islands, planted curb 

extensions, bioswales and pervious surfaces, 

into the design of pedestrian and bicycle 

improvements. 

• Task 3-5: In any assessment, collection, and/or 

distribution of the City’s Development Impact Fee 

(AB1600) funds, consider the implementation of 

City projects that further the provision of 

Complete Streets in Daly City. 

Policy 4: Walking and biking to school 

In collaboration with local school districts, individual 
schools, San Mateo County’s Safe Routes to School 
program and other advocates, implement capital 
projects as well as events and activities that make it 
safer and more appealing for students, parents, and 
staff to walk and bike to school. 

• Task 4-1: Pursue funding to implement Safe 

Routes to School infrastructure improvements 

and education and promotion programs. 

• Task 4-2: Pursue encouragement efforts such as 

Walk and Bike to School Days, as well as 

“Walking School Bus”/“Bike Train” programs (in 

which parents take turns accompanying a group 

of children to school on foot or by bicycle) and 

“Safety Patrol” programs at elementary schools,. 

• Task 4-3: Encourage educational programs that 

teach students safe walking and bicycling 

behaviors, and educate parents and drivers in 

the community about the importance of safe 

driving. 

• Task 4-4: Enforce speed limits and traffic laws, 

assist in ensuring safe crossings, and promote 

safe travel behavior within the schools. 

• Task 4-5: Invite the school districts to participate 

in the City’s Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory 

Committee. 

Policy 5: New development 

Require, as appropriate, that new development 
projects and significant redevelopment projects 
contribute to the implementation of adjacent 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities, and that such 
development be designed to accommodate and 
encourage walking and cycling. 

• Task 5-1: Require as a condition of 

development/redevelopment project approval 

the provision of sidewalks and wheelchair ramps 

where lacking; repair or replacement of 

damaged sidewalks; and reconstructing existing 

sidewalks along the project frontage to meet 

ADA standards including but not limited to width, 

slopes, obstruction removal, pedestrian push 

buttons and pedestrian signal upgrades. 

• Task 5-2: In the review of new residential 

subdivisions, ensure that sidewalks are provided 

on both sides of public streets and, where site 

conditions allow, also on private streets. Where 

determined feasible by the City and where 

minimum lot size can be maintained, new 

residential development shall provide sufficient 

right-of-way to ensure comfortable and 

attractive sidewalks. The City shall update and 

provide a standard sidewalk cross-section to 

developers. 

• Task 5-3: Require that new subdivisions be 

designed to minimize the use of cul-de-sacs, 
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unless pedestrian connections are provided in 

perpetuity between cul-de-sac ends. 

• Task 5-4: As a part of all new development, 

require, where appropriate, the provision of 

pedestrian-oriented signs, pedestrian-scale 

lighting, street trees, landscaping, benches, 

bicycle racks and other street furniture. Where 

necessary in new development, the City may 

require additional sidewalk and/or right-of-way 

width to accommodate these amenities. 

• Task 5-5: Require during the design review of all 

new public or private parking lots and driveways 

the incorporation of raised sidewalks providing 

access from the City sidewalk adjoining the 

development to site interior or, in the case of 

non-residential development, to the proposed 

store- or office-front(s). 

• Task 5-6: Consider impacts to the existing and 

future bicycle and pedestrian network when 

completing environmental review for private 

development projects, and require mitigation 

measures where necessary and reasonable to 

ensure that these systems are not impacted. 

• Task 5-7: As part of any reassessment of the 

City’s Development Impact Fee (AB1600) ensure 

that adequate and commensurate money is 

collected and distributed to City projects 

involving the improvement and expansion of Daly 

City’s pedestrian and bicycle systems. The 

amount of this allocation shall be determined at 

the time of the fee reassessment, should a 

reassessment occur. 

Policy 6: City practices and standards 

As appropriate and necessary, continue, revise, 
update or institute City practices and design 
standards that take full consideration of walking and 
bicycling as everyday modes of transportation. 

• Task 6-1: For faster and cheaper installation of 

pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, consider 

'quick-build' solutions that rely on paint, soft 

posts and other inexpensive materials. These 

methods also provide flexibility in experimenting 

and piloting projects before a final, permanent 

design is chosen. 

• Task 6-2: Prioritize implementation of the City’s 

2016 Vision Zero resolution and 2020 Vision Zero 

Action Plan (to eliminating traffic deaths and 

life-altering injuries) by setting measurable 

goals and an implementation timeline; 

incorporating traffic-safety considerations into 

all infrastructure projects; enhancing public 

education and enforcement practices; and 

reporting publicly on progress. 

• Task 6-3: Revise the City’s urban design 

standards to incorporate best practices in 

pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly siting, 

architecture and access for new development. 

• Task 6-4: Increase the City’s efforts to attain a 

better jobs/housing balance as a way to shorten 

commutes and therefore encourage more 

walking and biking to work. 

• Task 6-5: Stay informed about, and participate in, 

planning efforts of the county and of adjacent 

jurisdictions that are relevant to walking and 

biking in Daly City; also, actively comment on the 

environmental reviews completed by other 

agencies for projects within or adjacent to Daly 

City to ensure that pedestrian and bicycle 

circulation systems are not negatively impacted 

but rather enhanced. 

• Task 6-6: As part of the effort to unify the Zoning 

Ordinance into a broader set of development 

regulations (see General Plan Policy LU 4.1), 

review the City’s public improvement standards 

for streets, curbs, sidewalks and other features 

to ensure that safe and effective pedestrian and 

bicycle circulation is accommodated. 

• Task 6-7: Explore amendments to the Zoning 

Ordinance which would require increased 

sidewalk dedication along roadways where 

existing sidewalk width does not meet the 

recommendations of the 2020 Walk Bike Daly 

City plan. 

• Task 6-8: Develop a citywide anti-litter campaign 

which may include education, enforcement 

and/or increased targeted maintenance activities 

to address trash, litter, animal waste, illegal 

dumping, and other obstructions which adversely 

impact the accessibility of pedestrian and bicycle 

facilities. 

• Task 6-9: Develop a policy that minimizes the 

number of curb-cuts along arterial and collector 

roadways, and when driveways are proposed, 
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that the sidewalk behind the driveway apron be 

an at-grade, accessible crossing for pedestrians. 

Policy 7: Location-specific improvements 

In addition to projects proposed in the Walk Bike Daly 
City Plan, implement improvements at a number of 
additional specific locations around the City to 
enhance conditions for pedestrians and cyclists in 
support of the City's General Plan and adopted 
policies. 

• Task 7-1: As part of the comprehensive 

infrastructure and streetscape plan for the 

Geneva Avenue corridor (see General Plan Task 

LU-3.2), ensure that both public and private 

improvements provide significant 

accommodation of both pedestrian and bicycle 

transportation modes. 

• Task 7-2: As part of any City involvement in, or 

comments provided for, the Geneva Avenue 

connection with the Highway 101 Interchange 

and/or redevelopment of the Brisbane Baylands, 

require the improvement and enhancement of 

both the regional pedestrian and bicycle 

transportation networks. 

• Task 7-3: Continue to participate in the Grand 

Boulevard Initiative for Mission Street and, when 

considering the design of Mission Street 

pedestrian improvements, seek to implement the 

street design guidelines identified by the Grand 

Boulevard Multimodal Transportation Corridor 

Plan. 

• Task 7-4: Explore amendments to the Zoning 

Ordinance pertinent to Mission Street and 

Geneva Avenue to ensure that new buildings 

along these corridors: are sited to be easily 

accessible by pedestrians; provide for maximum 

setbacks, consistent with any City-adopted urban 

design plan; provide all parking spaces either 

underground or behind buildings; and provide 

on-site bicycle parking. 

• Task 7-5: Work with adjacent jurisdictions and 

the transit providers to improve walking and 

biking access to the Daly City and Colma BART 

stations and nearby Caltrain stations, including 

utilizing existing street level crossings on John 

Daly Boulevard and maximizing either existing or 

future grade-separated crossing(s) at this 

location. 

• Task 7-6: Work with Caltrans to implement 

pedestrian and bicycle improvements on Mission 

Street, Skyline Boulevard and where the 

Interstate 280 and Highway 1 ramps meet 

surface streets. 

• Task 7-7: Encourage and work more closely with 

Caltrans to ensure adequate maintenance of 

pedestrian and bicycle facilities on Caltrans 

routes through Daly City. 

 


